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This segregation affects individual networking, school com-
position, and access to community resources.

Thinking Sociologically
Go to www.censusscope.org/segregation.html, and 
enter your city or a city near you to see the level of 
diversity members of each racial and ethnic group 
experience in that city. Which groups experience the 
most segregation in the city you investigated? What 
might be some consequences of living in racially 
homogeneous neighborhoods? Which group might 
experience more negative consequences because 
of the isolation? Why?

THE URBAN  
ENVIRONMENT AND 
SOCIAL POLICY: MACRO-
LEVEL PERSPECTIVES
The mountains rise from the sea, dotted with pastel- 
colored shanties. On the drive from the port city of La Guaira 
up into the mountains to the capital city of Caracas, 
Venezuela, one sees settlements nestled into the hillsides. The 
poor, who have come from the country to find opportunities 
in the capital, make shelters in the hills surrounding Caracas, 
often living with no running water, electricity, or sewage dis-
posal. The laundry list of urban problems facing Venezuela’s 
government, as well as other governments in similar situa-
tions, is overwhelming: excessive size and overcrowding; 

shortages of services, education, and health care; slums and 
squatters; traffic congestion; unemployment; and effects of 
global restructuring, including loss of agricultural land, envi-
ronmental degradation, and resettlement of immigrants and 
refugees (Brunn, Williams, and Zeigler 2003). This section 
considers several of the many problems mentioned earlier in 
the chapter and now facing urban areas such as Caracas.

Rural Migrants and Overcrowding
In Cairo, Egypt, a huge sprawling graveyard full of large 
mausoleums, called the City of the Dead, has become 
home to thousands of families transplanted from rural 
areas. Cities in India such as Chennai (the former colonial 
name was Madras), Mumbai (Bombay), and Kolkata 
(Calcutta) have thousands of homeless migrants living on 
the sidewalks, on highway medians, and in river channels 
that flood during the rainy season.

Overcrowding exists in cities throughout the world but 
causes special problems in the Global South. Indeed, the 
pattern of change is remarkable when we look at the world’s 
urban population by region, as Figure 13.12 illustrates. 
Between 1950 and 2014, the percentage of the population 
that is urban rather than rural has tripled. Poor migrants set 
up shacks of any material available—tin, cardboard, leaves, 
mud, and sticks—in settlements known as barriadas in 
Spanish, shantytowns in English, bidonvilles in French, 
favelas in Portuguese-speaking Brazil, and bustees in India. 
The majority of migrants to the city are young. They are 
pulled to the city in hopes of finding jobs and often have 
been pushed from the rural areas because of limited land on 
which to farm and too many mouths to feed.

Most Global South countries have little time or money 
to prepare infrastructures and provide services for the rap-
idly increasing numbers of urban residents. Technological 
development, job opportunities, and basic services have 
not kept up with the large migrations of would-be labor-
ers. Lack of basic services has become a major problem, 
resulting in contagious diseases that can cause deadly epi-
demics due to lack of services and poor sanitary condi-
tions. Recent outbreaks of Ebola and Zika viruses are 
examples. For fear of a worldwide pandemic, Global North 
countries contributed medical aid, doctors, and research 
funds to help curb the epidemics.

Urban Planning for Structures  
That Meet Human Needs
Ideal city planning is quite a task. City planners must meet 
citizens’ needs for housing, sanitation, education, food 
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With few places to live, rural migrants to Egypt’s largest city, Cairo, 
find shelter in the large ancient mausoleums in the burial grounds of 
the City of the Dead.


